SKULL-MEASURING

decayed before the rise of Islam in the seventh century of
our era. We know too of early Abyssinian and Roman
invasions and of Greek and Aramaean settlements. Who
are these South Arabians ? If the answer to the problem
rests with anthropologists, as it assuredly does, the collection
of relevant data was of never-failing interest to me on my
travels.

I had early entertained hopes of unearthing and sending
home ancient skulls, but the dangers of offending religious
susceptibilities in Arabia were great.   To disturb a body
that has been given Muslim burial is the worst desecration,
and has been a fruitful source of trouble as when, for
instance, in Mesopotamia during the war, someone un-
wittingly drove a car through a derelict Arab cemetery.
Hence also the rock tombs faced with loose stones which
I had come upon in the Wadi Dhikur in 1927-28 were
forbidden ground.   On my 1929-1930 journey I had met
with better fortune, for at Hasik we passed a cave whose
entrance had been forced by a wolf or other wild animal.
It was daylight and the presence of my Arab companions
imposed restraint, but I contrived to halt near by, and no
one knew next morning that a skull found in the cave was
in my bedding - though the jawbone was missing and the
rest of the skeleton had wholly disappeared.   I took it to
Muscat and thence to the Royal College of Surgeons in
London.   But in my house at Muscat where I unpacked
the treasure, my servant Mabruk, a manumitted slave^
became aware of his master's queer hobby, and announced
next day that he had brought a present for me and pro-
duced from a bundle a complete human skull.    Another
Arab servant emerged sniggering from behind the door
to explain that Mabruk had been overnight to his father's,